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I\lillllfl'S ulIhc I\lcdillg held oIl21-0H-OtJ at J 1'.[\1. ill (he Conference
l Inll 01"1& P.IL Departmell( under (Ill' dlllirlllllllship 01"hl'

Commissioner =cum-Sccretur y 011 review of RTI lmplcnrentatlou, The
Ilon'hle Orissa l nfnr mat inn Couuulsstoucr Sri .JagadalHlII<ia gn,ced the

occasion as guest of honour.

l . lnitiuting the discussion the Commissioner-cum-Secretary or
Information and Public Relations Department gave stress on the effective
Implementation or the RTI Act -05 in the State and compliance or the
provisions under section 4( I) (b) of the RTI Act-OS both ill English and in
Oriya. A Xerox copy of the of the Information solicited by Sri Kedarnath
Sahu putting emphasis Ior disclosure or 17 points or the format under
section 4( 1) (b) of the Act in Oriya and for providing the information in
Oriya was distributed among the participating nodal Officers asking them to
give their views and consent 011 the questions raised by him and all or
them were requested to take strategic initiative ill this regard.

Action: By not ln l officers of" All Government Dcp:lrtllll'Ilt.S.

2. The l lou'blc lulormauou Commissioner highlighted the lilcts and
importance lor submission or the Annual Reports (or the year 20m~-O<J by
All the Puhlic Authorities. Out of the six defaulting [)epartmcnts. the nodal
officers or II igher Education Dcpartmcut, Revenue I kpartlllcnt, Rural
Development Department and Panchuyatlcaj Department were categorically
asked to furnish the ANNUAL Reports for the year 2008-0t) within a
fortnight or at best within a time period or one month by which the
couunissiou will he nhlc to include the name or their Departments for laying
the Annual Report under section 25 ()r the RTJ Act ill the Urissa Legislative
Assembly The l lou'Ivlc Otissu lnfornun ion COllllllission also" . .cntuutcd
the siunificancc for suhmission o f Annuul Reports hy the Departments who
have nul submitted the S:Il11Cearlier 1I.)f"previous years couuucncing from the
year of its inception or the RTI ;\ct:-05 i.e. Irorn 2005-06 till date.

Action: Nodal Officers of All Departments.
3. A power point prcscntution was given by the MIS Luminous 11110
Ways, Jayudcv vih.u, Bhubancswar 011 "e ' liling or records on
cornputcrivation or all rccm<is of Proactive disclosure or 17 points format
under section 4( I) (b) 0 l the RTI Act, for which the cost 0 l I 1,0001- (Rupees
eleven thousand) only is to he paid to MIS Luminous lnfo ways by the
interested Departments who desires to execute the same through lnfo Ways
11.)1' prcparnl iou or ('.1) :llId other rcl:ltcd C()lllputni/.;lIiUIl or 1I1:ltcri:ds . It is
the Dcparuucnt« Gill p.uticipatc in the Centra] Monitoring Mechanism
relating to their Departments through 11110ways directly.

Action: I~y All I kp:lrllllellts.
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4, Priority was also givcn 1'01' Voluntary disclosure or 4( I) (e) or the RTI
Act-OS both ill Ellglish and ill Oriya as some Applicants arc putting stress for
the same before the Orissa lu lormal ion Commission as well as to the Nodal
Department 011 the above matter. Though a considerable time has elapsed,
yet many or the Departments have not published the relevant facts while
lillllltll;llill)'. illljl(III;1I11 jlllliciL's or uuuouuciug 111L:decision» which ullcct the
Public.
1\1\ the Dcparuucnts urc requested to give prime concern 011 it lor displaying

of the s.unc ill their respective Wcbsiics.
Action: Hy Nodal Officers of /\11 Departments.

S. /\11 the nodal Officers were asked to communicate the name or their
Departmental Training Institutes ami locations so as to enable the
Commission ,IS well as the Nodal Department to move a step forward 1'01'

illlp<lrtill).!, Trn in iuj; tll (he Officers & l.mployccx or Suhordinutc Offices
stmtillg Irom l'uuchuyut level to the Co llcctorutcs or each District and to that
or l lcads or Departments and Government Departments. A line or
confirmation in this regard providing the address UIH.I locution or the
Training Illstituti()ns 11Iay be couunuuicatcd to the Orissa luforuuuion
Cunuuissiou und to the nodal Department lor cuahlin]; them ill their onward
march 1'01' effective lmplcmcntation of the RTI Act in the State.

Action: l3y NUlbl omens ur /\1\ Dcparuucnts.
(i. H()lh the l loublc lnlonn.uiun Cummissiuucr and the Couuuissioncr --
CUIII Secretary, 1& P. I~ I icparuncu: advocated 1"01' use or computer aud
lntcrnct by all The PIUS fur computerization of all Records as well as to
participate ill Central Monitoring Mechanism. A display 011 the monitor by
rvllS Luminous 111('0 ways was supplemented to prop up the deliberation and
use or computer and internet by PIos or All the Govcrumcnt Departments.

Action: By /\11 Departments.
7. 111 order to keep a watch on the voluntary disclosure or the
informnt ion under section 4( I) (b) of the RTI Act -05, a surveillance was
conducted vigorously hy the l lonhlc ln loruuu ion Couunissioucr and the
Commissioncr-cum-Sccrct.uy 1& P. R Department jointly rcgardillg the
action taken by each \)cpartlllcnt 011 the proceedings or the meeting held Oil

RTI 011 IS-05-0lJ. 1\11 optimistic ami convincing response by the nodal
()niCCI~; deligllkd IIIl.' l l onhlc luformutiou ('Ollllllissi()IlCI'. lie ruther
exhorted to all noclul officers present i11 the meeting to accelerate the process
or their endeavour for voluntary disclosure 01" the section 4( I) (b) or the Act
in the Public Interest. lie also advised to issue necessary guidclinc« and
instructions immediately to the subordinate offices working under the
Admiu istral ivc Control or each Department under the signature or Principal
Sccrcl;lI~d ('(l1ll11lissi(lllcr ClIlll-SCLTCI:lIY ;IS Public Authority I'm ensuring
the voluutarv disclosure or informatiou under section 4( I) (b) and 4( I) (c) or
the /\ct both ill EII!!lislt as well ;IS ill Oriya.

/\cli()I1: I~y :tlil >CP:l1IIlIL'llis.
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~. SUllie useful measures were suggested by the nodal officers while
pllttill~~ lill'lli thcu j',I"ll'VilllL'CS he lore till' l luuhlc lnforumuuu t 'orunussroucr
for dcalim; with Rl! cases. 1\ guiddillt: is requested to he issued in this
n.:g;lrd dcclarim; .111the Bruuch Officers as PIOs in order to handle the
expanding number or RTI Applications, to tackle the situation and to meet
the need or lhc hour I'm snpplying lnlonuation to the iufonuation seekers.
1\ senior officer in the rank or I\ddl Secretary / Joint Secretary ll1ay be
declared as nodal officer who is remaining in charge of administration for
smooth transaction or the RTI cases. ;\11 the concerned quarters are to
remain vigilant in this connection. The Hou'blc information Commissioner
agreed to the proposal 01'1100<11officers and consented to issue a guideline on
that score. 1\ warcncss programme and Training Programme may be
launched to provide proper training to the officers starting form the level of
ASO to Adell. secretaries equipping all or them with books and operational
guidelines.

Action: Orissa Information Commission and the Nodal Department.
9. 1\ notnhlc point was raised by Sri (iallgadlwr Sillgh the Nodal
Officer 0 f II ighcr l.ducution Dcparuucnt. lie asserted that 800 PIOs are
working under the Higher Education Department and it is quite cumber. orne
and difficul: to interact with ,III of them I()I' collection ,\!HI preparation or
Aunuul Report which is mnndauuy tinder section 25 or the I~TI Act The
l loublc lutonuauon t 'onuuixstoucr advised to declare all the vice
Chancellors or the Universities as I ~I Appellate Authorities to whom all the
I'IOs urc rcspuuxihl« 1<11' suhmissiun or 1\111111;11Rcpnrls and to dispose or the
I{TI ( ';1:;(";

Action: 13y II i!-!her Education Department.
/\11 iuxpirin]; aud heart \\'anlling speech wus delivered by the 1'10 or

the Nodal Dcparuncut requesting all the Dcparuncnts to streIC~(IlCir hands
ami Inoru \ support I'm strengthellil1g the process or implcmcn <ltiLi1 or the
I\ct. . .

The mcctiuu ended with a vutc (11' thanks to tile chair,
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('(lp\' l"(ll\\;lIlkd III I'll the (ill\ L'II11ucn I Ih'I);llllllL'I\!s,':\\1 ('I)lll'L'lm!'/
~" RU('s I The Secretary. Orissa luformnt iuu (\l\lI\1iSSillll Ii. r in toruuuion
& I1LTcss;lry (ll-tJ(lIl, ( \
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